WAGON 



RAIN 

W|ajor Adams useTan 

' eclipse of tlie sun 

to save Flint 

and the wagon\Min 

from vengeful 

", J]heyennes+- 1 




Revenge of the 
Cheyenne 

"Maybe I'm not responsible for my scout, 

but I felt as though I was when 
Flint didn't come back from a 
special assignment. What I saw when 

I found him made my blood run 
hot and cold. His life depended on 

perfect timing and what I could 
do to outwit his captors." 



Race to 
Rainbow Creek 

"I've seen some smart alecks 

who drive a hard fight . . . but 
when one of them decides 
he can outride, outdrive, and 

outdo everyone in the wagon 
train, it's time somebody put 

him in his place . . . 
and I was elected for the job!" 
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DELL COMICS ARE GOOD COMICS 



I KNOW HIS SON, WHITE 
P66K...W6 MAPE PEACE 
THE LAST TittE OUR TRAIN 
CAA\E THROUGH HERE ' 




AND YGLJ'P 6£ 
SUSPSiSED SOMt 
OF THE INTERESTING 
THINGS IN THIS 
BOOK-.. 





THE WAGON SCOUT FIGHTS WITH GREAT STRENGTH... ) 
BUT IT. WILL DO HIM. „ - ^ 




1 HAVE V you COME WITH US TO 

KEPT MY I OUR VILLAGE i WEWILL 

PROMISE '. L SEE WHO TELLS TRUTH 
I SWEAR 




/ COME.' WE RIPE TO 
( CHEyENNE CAMP ! 
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THECE ACE WAYS OF CHECKING 
WHICH TRAIN CAWE THROUGH " 
MONTHS AGO • THE MEN WILL 
aOESTIONED...WE WILL FIND 
THENVAND TURN THEM OVER 




WE WOUUJM'T HAVE A CHANCE TRVINGTO RESCUE 
HIM IM 9R0AO DAYLIGHT... WE'LL. HA^STO WAIT 
TILL IT'S PARK £ 




FLINT KUEW HIS CHANCES WHEN 
HE TOOK ON THIS JOB. ..IF I 
CAN'T RESCUE Mitt, WE'LL MOVE 
OUT AT DAWN .' IF I'M NOT 
THERE, YOU TAKE CHARGE .' 




THE SUM 15 AW3RY THAT YOU 
HAVE NOT 8EU&VSD THE TRUTH 
...IT WILL SSOW 8LACK AND 
MAKE THE DARKNESS G#AE .' 




THE ALMANAC, FLINT... I *<9 
SUDDENLY REMEJA8EREP READING « 
THAT THERE WAS COINS TO BE A % 

total uupse OF TUB , M 

SUH THE MORNING OF THE ItfJh.' M 

THE INDIAN'S SUPERSTITION J\% 

^ .DlDTHERESJi ■itfrifl r I 


^i^fi 


Jf^^T^^^^ 








^T> 


C£ 


^*^^^^i 


9? 


.nW 



AND AS FOG YOU, MY BOY.. .AS , 
£00* AS YOU'RE FEEL1NS41PTO 
IT, 1 EXPECT TO SEE YOU PAY OF/ 
THftT SET '. I'LL PROVIDE THE 
SEASONING FOR YOUR HAT.. 




NEW 
TOWN 
ARMY 




Keeping law and order in the small frontier 
towns which dotted the western plains dur- 
ing the 1800's was one of the gravest prob- 
lems early townspeople faced. 

Mixed with the permanent population was 
a constantly shifting element of gamblers, 
highwaymen, thieves of every description, 
and some of the boldest gunmen in history. 

In at least one town, it took a small army 
to rid the streets of unsavory characters. 

The little settlement of New Town, New 
Mexico, seemed to have more than its share 
of lawless men. Among the more notable, 
and colorfully named, were: Caribou Brown, 
Dirty-face Mike, Billy the Kid, Doubleout' 
Sam, Wink the Barber, Mysterious Dave, and 
Kickapoo George. Gangs of restless outlaws 
roamed the street with permanent chips on 
their shoulders, looking for trouble. They 
usually found it. 

Gun fights and brawls were so common- 
place that when an afternoon went by with- 
out at least a dozen "incidents," it was 
counted as a pretty dull day. 

"I tell you, it's got to stop!" an enraged 
citizen stormed heatedly to a group of his 
fellow townspeople one day. "It isn't safe to 
be out on the streets. Why, a man can't even 
ride into town for supplies with his wife and 
children without fearing for their lives!" 

"We all know that," another man drawled. 
"But 1 don't see what we can do aboiil it. 
The sheriffs we've hired haven't lasted more 
than two days — most of 'em not even that 
long! 1 tell you, it'd take an army to run those 
jaspers out of town!" 

The first citizen leaped, to his feet, his 
heavy fist smacking into the open palm of 
his othe^r hand. "By jingos, that's it!" hs 
crowed triumphantly. "It'll take a'small army, 
all right, so we'll just raise one!" 

The others brightened visibly at this sug- 



gestion. They had selected New Town as 
their home and were reluctant to move on to 
another town where, quite possibly, the sit- 
uation might be even more desperate. 

Plans were swiftly made. The general store 
had a run erf business on rifles and ammuni- 
tion as the men of one family after another 
armed themselves for an all-out battle, 

"Now we've got to go about this sensible- 
like," one of the leaders cautioned the others. 
"There's no sense in risking lives unless we 
have to. I say we should post some kind of 
a notice in the town square, telling these 
hombres we mean business." 

And so it was that placards were printed 
and posted in several conspicuous parts of 
town. 

Early that evening the makeshift army took 
up its position, stretched along the main 
streets of the town. They were a formidable 
sight, each man armed with a rifle and one 
or two handguns as well. ' 

All day long the outlaw gangs had passed 
the placards, made note of their message, 
and hurried to their leaders for advice'. 

Preserved to this day, the message on one 
such placard read: "Notice to thieves, thugs, 
fakirs, and bunko-steerers among whom are: 
Off Wheeler Harlin, Little Jack the Cutter, 
Pock-Marked Kid. Saw Dust Charlie, Billy the 
Kid. and about twenty others: if found within 
the limits of this city aften ten o'clock this 
night you will be invited to attend a grand 
party, the expense of which will be bourne 
by over 100 substantial citizens." 

The plan worked admirably since the na- 
ture of the "party" was too apparent to nsed 
explanation and the number of -vigilantes too 
great to resist. 

Ths outlaws made a hasty retreat, leaving 
behind only their colorful names to bs re- 
corded in later histories of !hs community. 
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MOMENTS LOTEd, US THE SHERIFF HETdRHS 
TO W$ WHITTLING...-?- 




SHERIFF — HURRY.' ¥ I'M COMNG 
THERE'S BEEN A BAD K. 
| SHOOTIN6 HERE .' ]**?$ £, 
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THREE Of THEW. 
SHERIFF -JEFF SOMERS, 
WALT MAR5DEN AND 
CHET PRICE — SHOT 
DEAD .' HERE. IN THE 
BACK ROOM " 



IT WAS AWFUL, PAH.' 
DON'T KNOW HOW 
THEY M15SEP A\E I 
I WAS WITH THEW .' 




OKE SHOT APIECE — \ YEAH : THERE WERE FOUR 
COME THROUGH THE 1 SHOTS I ONE JUST MtSSEP 
W/NDOW, BIGHORN? / MY EAR.' ALL I SAW WAS 
J AMASKEDFACE, 
BEHIND THE G'JN R.AME! 




LIH-HliH ! HERE ET IS 
THE SULLET THAT DIDN'T 
HIT you, BIGHORN .' DID 
EITHER OF YOU HEAR 
ANYTHING BESIDES 
THE SHOTS* 



VEAH .' JUST BEFORE 
IT STARTED, I 
HEARD CHET PRICE 
YELLING 1 "BLASTED 
BRAND BLOTTER .' " 
rHEN-#?M-#M\.', 




7H6Q6 W£BE JUST 
THE FOUR OP US 
IN TH£ SACK ROOM 
...I WAS WATCHINS 

ON ACCOUNT 

Of THIS 8BOK6N 
ARM,,. JUST A 
FRIENDLY SAWifi 
OF PEAW...TUEN, 
FOUR QUICK SHOTS 
THROUSM THE 
WINDOW ' 





LOOK I HE SAVAGED U15 \ BUT — 
SUN INTO U!S FIST, FJ6U61N6 1 BUT WH% 
TO SHOOT AT LEAST ONE MAN ' 
T0N15HT — AND MAVBE MOSt 

AMP HE COULD GET ' 

CPF GUABD THIS WAY ' 





I'M JUST TRYIN' TO GET A 
MOVE ON .' THE WAY YOLl'N' THAT 
MAJOR RUN THINGS, WE'LL BE 
OLD MEN 'POKE WE GET TO 
CALIFORNIA '. IF I WAS RUNNIN' 
THINGS, YOU'D SEE SOME REAL 
TRAVELIN' ," 



WE HAVE A LOT Of 
PEOPLE TO WORRY 
ABOUT, 8RAGAN... 
WOMAN ANP CHILDREN 

.THIS IS A CROSS- 
COUNTRY MOVE — 
NOT A RACE! 




: JUST WISH HE'D 
TAKEN A POKE AT 
ME, MAJOR... I 
WOULP HAVE 
Rwoyeo KNOCKING 
U1M. INTO THAT 
RIVER 



EASY, FLINT. ..MO 
SENSE IN SETTING 
ALL UPSET OVER HIM! 
WE'VE GOT ENOUGH 
PROBLEMS ALPEAOy 




Things go smoothly for mothw pay, mo 


WWAT'5 GOIN'^™ \Uh 
ON YANKEE ? fKSi(j» 
THIS 15 NO kSsC--5| 
TlN\ET0 8E ??*2sSb 
STOPPlN' FOE Mr^ "-l 
RELAXIN' ! Jg&%JL 
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THOUGHT 

I HAD A 

LOOSE 

L WHEEL... 
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WHY, ANY FOOL CAN SEE THAT'S 
ABOUT THE MOST RICKETY OL' PILE 
OF JUNK 6VEE ROLLED ALONG A 
TRAIL J LOOKS TO ME LIKE YOU'D 
GET THESE FASTEt? WALKIN' 





1/ SET AWAY FR0ft\A\Y HORSES.' \ 


' G10DAP "\ 
THERE! ) 
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Boy, you got wason wheels for V I'D sure 

A BRrt/N ! WHY, 1 COULD TAKE LIKE TO 

MY WAGON AND LEAVE YOU SO FAR PROVE YOli 

BEHIND YOU'D BE FOUOVJiN' MY i WRONG, 

DUST ALL THE WAY TO CALIFORNIA A MISTER.. 
...IF I WfiNTEOlO, THAT 15 .' 





lure anves his row met... 


W lf§fJy>*H0O0 i WE'RE 1 
1 '. !:|(// ■'/( LEAW THAT OL' >, 
1 L I; '« Ay V S »UT SO FAB BEHIND 



Fohfipeht, rum tmivss his wneon essiLY... 


TEUMHKneTMii Skd ^M / /// \ 


IS A 1 (IT CA8TUSO . v ^B HB^a 4 
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.. HE'LL HAVE THOSE ^^^Kf ^"*' i~t S^Zr^\ 


HORSES WORN OUT By \\\i\ V^"-v/ ^=*^^^ 
THE TIME HE BEACHES 1\\U, 1 ~A»2S^gB=H 


THE HALf. WAY POINT ' £j|£<1\ H ' i <BBiilBiii STj 
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flmt crosses mwhst/tebm wuuoi cumir 
wdtcr... 




Flint mustes bbck to his 

WWeOjV fiHO 8BF0RE LONG 




tfNO AV HCUH LGTER, 7W£ R8C£ /S 
OVBR... 

NOW THAT yOU FELLAH HAVE COOLED QFF'V 
I'LL. LET yoQ AT THIS RAINBOW 
CREEK WATER.' WONDER WHAT 
HAPPENED TO OUR FRiEMD FROM 
ALABAMA^ 



/r /$ fiLMosr suNOowti when tue meoN runm 

fMRtVES dT RAINBOW CREEK TO M#KE CAN&. . . 

LOOK5 LIKE YOU %••>-/ I HOPE 50...8UT NOW 
WON, EH, FLINT 2 j\4 TJV\ BEGINNING TO WORRY 




ALMANACS... OLD AND NEW 




Almanacs are known to have been in use since 
ancient Roman times and are still popular today. 
Besides containing a calendar, they usually list the 
dates of holidays, feast days, birthdays of great men, 
important battles, -and many other statistics. 

Filled with fascinating facts about various subjects, 
including the planets and stars, phases of the moon, 
times of eclipses, and other phenomena, they are a 
great source of accurate general information. 



This was not always the case, however. In the I8th 
century, almanacs were popular mainly for their 
many predictions, made by astrology, most of 
which were highly inaccurate. Nevertheless, the ef- 
fect of the predictions, such as the end of the world 
by fire or flood, was often so disastrous on the popu- 
lation that, at times, the publishing of prophetic al- 
manacs was banned. 

Poor Richard's Almanac, published by Benjamin 
Franklin in 1732 to 17S7, is the best known almanac 
produced in the United States. Besides the usual 
store of information, it contained advice and maxims, 
many of which are still in use. Today, most almanacs 
are published by newspapers, trades, and profes- 
sions. An annual publication by the U. S. Navy De- 
partment is a detailed text book for the navigator and 
is found on all American vessels. 
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A PLEDGE 



TO PARENTS 



The Dell Trademark is t and always 
has been, a positive guarantee that 
the comic magazine bearing it con- 
tains only clean and wholesome 
entertainment. The Dell code elimi- 
nates entirely ," rather than regulates, 
objectionable material. That's why 
when your child buys a Dell Comic . 
you can be sure it contains only good 
fun. "DELL COMICS ABE GOOD COMICS 1 * 

is our only credo and constant goat. 



DELL. COMICS ARE GOOD COMICS 



NDIAN 
ENGLISH 





The American Indian was fast in picking up the English 
language, but rather than use single words, he preferred to 
use phrases which colorfully described objects and actions. 
"Making wide apart tracks" depicted someone running. 



To explain a journey that took ten days 
and nights, the Indians would say it was 
"ten sleeps away," or if the exact distance 
was unknown, it was "many sleeps away." 




The Indians were curious about the amaz- 
ing field glasses which the soldiers used .'. . 
and after looking through them, the braves 
decided they were "bring-em-close-g 




When the army issued a new rifle that 
would shoot twice as far as any gun that 
the Indians had seen before, they named it 
"shoot today— kill tomorrow gun." 



Today, some older Indians use these terms. 
One Montana Indian was heard referring 
to an automobile as a "'skunk wagon," 
showing his contempt for new inventions. 




Even before organized wagon trains began 
to roll West, small family groups banded 
together and began the long trek toward the 
setting sun. Their pioneer blood would not 
wait for others to blaze trails for them. 



The stoutly constructed wagons were built 
tightly enough to fioat when rivers must be 
crossed and of planks thick enough to afford 
protection from the bullets of Indian guns 
when forted against an attack. 




But the great defect in the wagons was the 
lack of inside space. And pioneers, wanting 
to insure their comfort in the new land, 
overloaded the wagons with all sorts of 
family possessions and heirlooms. 



As the terrain became more hazardous, the 
weary oxen weakened under the strain of 
the heavy loads and it became necessary to 
dispose of treasures to lighten the wagons 
. . . but the problem was what to discard. 




Only the most necessary things were kept. 
A*s tools and furniture were tossed off along 
the way, a well-marked trail was left by 
those first settlers ... a trail of heartbreak 
littered with broken dreams. 
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But much was learned from these experi- 
ences. When wagon trains were formed, one 
of the wagon master's jobs was to help people 
decide what to pack aboard and how much. 
An overloaded wagon meant a bad start. 



